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m but No, refers, his. many . _ 
Eſeapes.to their.true Original, 7 e. the 4 


acſvnnh Bibuiclencs pf God: in theſe Words. 


Not unta 116, O Lord, not unto us, but unte thy 
Name giue the Fraiſe. And herein indeed, the 
Royal Fſalmiſt has ſet us an excellent Pattern, 


who are at this time met together to give God 


Publick Thanks and Praiſe for that furprizing- 
ly good Succeſs, which He has lately given to 
our Arms both by Sea and Land. For tho' in- 
deed, thoſe Brave: Heroick Commanders, 
{whom we may nof,.'I think, unjuſtly ſtyle the 


Great Triumviri of this Nation) to Whom, un- | 


der God, is owing the Suceeſs of the Cam- 


; N and the late Glorious Action at Sea; 
WW heſe Heroes; Lay Ys. deſerve, and without f | 


doubt, for ik great Proweſs and Conduct, 
have the Applauſe and Eſteem of all that are 
the true Lovers ot their Country: Yet; we 


muſt not reſt or fixaur Tabernacle Ls 3 hut Jeok 


thoſe e Hills, rg m whente cometh, our Help: 
* N the Prephet, I Hat aur 


1 alter the. Ex 


-mentian'd 


1 * of the! 1 DFE. 


ation) ſtandetxjo the; Numa tf % Lord: And 
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* — _— Ald... 2D, Des. » © . ” 
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Is I | | 
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offer d unto God a 7. — — , and aſcribd 
od Succeſs entirely to his Proyidentia] | 


Aid and Protection. Moſes, who for his Cou. 
rage and Conduct, might be juſtly ſtyl'd, the 


Captain General of the Forces of Iſrael, as be. 
fore he Engag d the Enemy, he had his Hands 
lift up in Prayer to God for his Blefling ; ſo 
likewiſe after he had defeated and overthrown 
them, he had 'em as conſtantly lift up by way 
of Thankſgiving. Fo/hua, no leſs a General, 
ane en ps eng, of oF 
ble for this part of grateful Piety, whoſe ma- 
ny Songs of Deliverance are recorded for our | 
Imitation : And David, who was a Man of 
War, as well as of God, as his whole Book of 
- . | » | . 5 
Pſalms may indeed be ſtyfd, one continu'd 
Hymn of Thanks and Praiſe, ſo more particu- 
_ larly in this (which, it is 3 thought, 
was Compos'd by him after ſome ſignal Deli- 
verance either from the Hands of Saul or Ab- 
r . : oe ee, 
ſalom) in this, I ſay, more particularly he 
magnifies and extolls his Great Maker and Pre- 
ſerver, prefers Him to the Gods of tlie Hea- 
„ 2 | thens 


Eſcapes to their true Original, i. e. the Good- 


neſs and Providence of God; in theſe Words. 


| Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
Name give the Praiſe. And herein indeed, the 
Royal Pſalmiſt has ſet us an excellent Pattern, 


who are at this time met together to give God 


Publick Thanks and Praiſe for that ſurprizing- 
ly good Succeſs, which He has lately given to 
our Arms both by Sea and Land. For tho” in- 
deed, thoſe Brave Heroick Commanders, 
(whom we may not, I think, unjuſtly ſtyle the 
Great Triumviri of this Nation) to whom, un- 


der God, is owing the Suceeſs of the Cam- 
paign, and the late Glorious Action at Sea; 
y ho- 


theſe Heroes, Iſay, deſerve, and without 


| doubt, for their great Proweſs and Conduct, 
have the Applauſe and Eſteem of all that are 


the true Lovers of their Country: Vet we 
muſt not reſt or fix aur Tabernacle here; hut lool 
ub unto thoſe Hills, fram whence cometh our Help : 
And acknowledge with the Prophet, I hat our 


Salvation ſtundeth in tie Name af the Lord: And 
after the Example of the before- mention d 
„ 232 ͥͤoᷣ qdʃʃ 
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Morne, particularly thecholy 7 we 
muſt attribute the good Succeſs of this, and al! 
our other Affairs to the more immediate Bleſ- 
ſing and Providence of God, in his moſt bo. 
thetical ſtyle, ſaying, Not unto , O Lord, no 
unto we but unto th 4 e Side the Praiſe. WR 
"The! Words ons: W anch) A, 
may be caſt into > theſe Two en 250 
| tions. 1 * 0 


I. That the Prof 12 and Ho ppi of, 23 54 
and Kingdoms is e Wannen in "— 
Favour and Protection. 10 diet 92315 

11 That. tis — a our. „e to give hw 
| Thanks and Praiſes, ASA ages His £ Laß 
not unto us, Oc. 18 6 
1. That the Pro ſperit and Ha ineſs of States 

and Kingdoms i is Fer , 700 le, 

and Protection. For except the Lord keep the cn) 
the Watchman waketh but in vain, lays the P a | 
miſt, It was indeed, well obſerv'd by a late 

WE Prelate ( Dr. * that thoſe . 5 

. 


opt, to. think, that the good or bad Succeſſeſ- 


Condu thoſe, who manage em: Others, 
who look into em, and diſcern the many iso- 


veniencies.. and unforeſeen Accidents, which © 


often alter and. diſappoint the wiſe 1 Projetts 


and De ſigns of Man, „ are ready to attribute 


the Events Things | rather to blind Chance 


than Wiſdom : : But thoſe who have made the 
deepeſt Search and ſite Enquiries into theſe 
Matters have moſt piouſly belies d a Divine 


Providence. which over-rules all the Councils and 


Affairs 4 Men; and ſometimes blaſts the 
moſt probable Deſigns; ene proſpers 


the moſt. unlikely Attempts. : Whence we 
may learn, That the Wa) of Man is not 


in himſelf: It is not in Man that walketh 


to direct his "fl 4% Jer. 10. 23. And that though 
there bemany de 


We 1 tis ro id an Age, a as is 
not t very forward to take notice of any Re- 


G _ markable 


bo at 4 diſtance, upon, \ bumiant Apes, are 


of em, 575 wholly. upon the Wiſdom and 
7, 


vIces in a Man s Heart, yet the 


"ug 15 the rd et en, Hen, Prov. 


* 


- 
** * 


m3 


5 y 
* 
0 4 — 5 
b ee > 
z * -& * a 
%  & * . 2 1 8 N k 
4 * . 
«4 ” — by 
N 8 . £ A 
a 1 re 
& AAAS 


| ” markable Inftance of the Divine Provi- 
Zence, either in our® preſervation from 
| Dangers, or deliverance- out of em: But 
yet, I hope, not ſo prophanely Stupid, as 
fo deny God to be the Almighty Lord 
and Soveraign of the Univerſe; and 
therefore we cannot but own, that the 
Proſperity and Happineſs of States and 
Kingdoms is founded in his Favour and 
Protection; that his Goodneſs, Wiſdom 
and Power are the Pillars, upon which 
thoſe vaſt and mighty Structures lean; 
and conſequently, that if He withdraws 
from em thoſe neceſſary Supports, they 
muſt needs fall: And indeed, f think, We 
need no other Inſtance to prove this par- 
ticular, than the late Surpriſing Succeſs, 
which God has been pleasd to give to 
us, and our Confederates by Land, as 
well as to our Fleet at Sea. For whoever |! 
conſiders the ill Aſpect that our Affairs 
Abroad had with reſpect, 1 mean, to our 
Allies upon the loſs of his late Majefty - 9 
(whom his greateſt ' Enemies maſt 'own to 
have been ipſam Confedetationis afimam, the 
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And yet if we confider,. how much that 


Loſs. has been repair d by the Happy 
Acceſſion of her preſent Majeſty to the 
Crown, and how firmly cemented. and en- 


larged our Alliance Abroad has been by 
the wiſe Conduct of the Captain General 
of her Majeſty's Forces. And likewiſe as 
to the late Expedition at Sea, if we confi- 
der how much Diſpirited the Nation was, 
and how much fluth'd the Enemy, upon a 
fort of Miſcarriage and Diſappointment in 


the firſt Attempt, which notwithſtanding. 
prov'd the happy Occafion of ſo fignal a 


Eighty. eight; can parallel: I ſay, if we 
reflect upon theſe Things, as we ought, 


we cannot but own, That there is a Secret, 


Providential; Invifible: Power, that is in- 
terwoven with, and actuates the Projects 

and Deſigns of Men; that moves and in- 
_ fluences all Humane Affairs, and to which 


alone the Profperity' and Happineſs of a 
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And therefore we» ought 'to Extol and 
Magnify the Divine Providence, which 
has given us this Opportunity of Meeting 
3 together, both o return Him Thanks and 
| Praiſe for his late ſignal Mercies, and alſo 
3 to implore the continuance of them to her 
| preſent Majeſty, and the Eftabliſh'd Go- 
vernment. Which indeed, being the chief 
| Buſineſs of the Day, E ſhall therefore pro- 
f ceed to my Second Propofition, (which. 
| may be term a natural Inſence, or De- 
duction from the former) &c. 
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2. That ſince the Proſperity: and Hap- 
pineſs of States and Kingdoms is wholly 
founded in God's Favour and Protection, 
It is therefore our Duty to give Him 
Thanks and Praiſe, to offer unto God 
 Thanksgivings, and to pay our Vows unto the 
moſt High, Plal. 50. 14. Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, &c. Our Thanks and 
Praiſe to God, are indeed, the very Debt 
and Law of our Natures, a Debt which we 
can never entirely diſcharge, becauſe, A. 
God's Mercies are over all his Works, fo they 
SIT | are 
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are renewed to, 1s. every; Morning: And out 
Obligations to Him muſt have the ſame ; 
period with our Beings : For tis in' Himwe | 
live, move, and have our being. | 
It is indeed, one of the oldeſt. Pieces of 1 
Reaſoning; that Phyloſophy has acquainted 
us with, and which has ever fince been 
Taught; and kept up by the wiſeſt Men f 
all Ages, that the original Deſign of mak- | 
ing Man, was, That he might praiſe and 
honour. Him that made him. As therefore 
upon this Account we are oblig'd to a ne- 
ver ceaſing Gratitude, and to the exerciſing 


P * „ 4 
* 


* * 


of it with our utmoſt Vigour, even with the ya. 108. 
beſt Members we have: So muſt the Thanks 
we offer bear ſome parity to the Mercies 
receiv d, and our Praiſe (tho for the mat - 
ter vaſtly diſproportionable, yet) for the 

form or manner, it muſt bear a reſem- 
and indeed gught to be privately, daily, 
and ordinarily, own'd and acknowledg d: 


But thoſe, that are Publick and National, 
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1 therefore the quiler and Aan Settle. 
ment of her preſent Majeſty upon the Eng- 


4: Throne, together with that continued 


Series of Proſperity, which bas all along 


publick 
If the glorious Succeſs of the laſt 


Bleſſing; 


Cam — 05 particularly, the late fig- 


nal Victory obtaimd at Sea over the moſt 
Inſulting and Inſolent of Enemies: A Vi- 
Rory indeed (as I betore obferr'd)” 


ghty eight, 
(the Spaniſh Flota, being almolt -equal +0 


the Armada) In 4 word: A Victory ſo 
braveh 


y and fo cheaply putchava,: that it 


ſeems to antieipate the Fortune of the War, 
and to preſage the downfal of the Com- 
mon- Oppreſſour: I ſay, if theſe be Hleſ⸗ 
lings, and thoſe not C foinmon and Ordina- 
ry, but Publick and National; then cer 
tainly they require ſome fuirable turns 
of Thanks and Praiſe to the G 


of * And did not . m 


treat Author. 
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it need not be long infiſted upon; For who. 
is there that has any Senle of Relig: 
but knows, that to offer 

to God,.is is to have, A N Senſe 01 
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muſt be ſolemniz d too with a publick Na- 


« 
A. 

E Q. 
2 " 


If therefore the quiet and happy Settle. 
ment of her preſent Majeſty upon the Eng- 


+ Throne, together with that continued 


Series of Proſperity, which bas allalong 


attended her Government, be a publick 


Bleſſing; If the glorious Succeſs of the laſt 


* 


Campaign, more particularly, the late fg. 
nal Victory obtaind at Sea over th 


e moſt 


Inſulting and Inſolent of Enemies: A Vi- 
Rory indeed (as I betore obferv'd) not 
much inferiour to that of Eighty eight, 
(the Spaniſh Flota, being almoſt equal to 
the Armada) In a word: A Victory ſo 


bravely and fo cheaply purchasd, that it 


ſeems to anticipate the Fortune of the War, 
and to preſage the downfal of the Cam- 


mon- Oppreſſour: I ſay, if theſe he Bleſ- 


lings, and thoſe not Common and Ordina- 
ry, but Publick and National; then ver- 
tainly they require ſome ſuitable Returns 


of Thanks and Praiſe to the Great Author 
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this Day? 80 Solemnity, yet methinks:« Our. 
own Reaſon, and common Gratitude: | 


excite us to be deu 0 2 * o fa wi. 


Now thavin we me eber dd, rge 
our Duty, ie neger be amiſs t 


der, 


f. What ia bee meant, iy, ivin 84 
Thanks and Pralſeto. God. A. of 


2dly, How it isto-be: perforgit, thatit- 


2 be! a. wall A i af 


1 ak on What, 1 50 meant 


Enquiry indeed. is fo eaſy and obvious; that 
it need not be long inſiſted upon; For who 


is there that has any Senſe of Religion, 5 
but knows, that to offer Thanks and Praiſe 
to Gody is is to have a lively Senſe. of His 
Excehency ar a His Mercies, :torefle&; up- 

em with 4 umility and Gratitud ADC: 
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to expreſs our inward: Affections by ſons 
proper outward Signs; as, by a.reverent 
and decent Carriage in the Congregation, 
by Singing and making melody to the Lord in 
our Hearts, either in the uſual cuſtomary 
Service of our Church, or in its more (0. 
lemn Appointments, upon this, and ſuch 
like extraordinary Occafions : This I fay 
Y | is | tk 
is the Senſe which every one almoſt hz 
naturally of this Duty; and which there. 
fore, I think, need not tobe enlarged up. 
| , 7 , 5". RNs JAS ways 
on. Tho', I think, how this Duty is to be 
perform'd, that it may be a,well-pleafing 
and . acceptable Ser VICE. to God, Which Is 
our Next Enquiry, may be at this time 


not unſeaſonable : Which that I * | 


muſt beg leave to obſerve to you, I 
Thanks and Praiſe, muſt be chiefly ſh 


at our 


ewn 
theſe three ways. a 


1.1 


(4 In a ſincere and hearty Senſe off 


God's Merctes to us. 


(.) In a Verbal or Oral: Acknowleds- 
ment of them. 4 
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(Z.) In diſcovering the true genuine 
Reformation of Manners. ud 

I, Our Thinks ab praiſe muſt be 
God's Mercies to us. Our Thankſgiving, 


ally if we conſider, we have to do with 
that God, who is the ſearcher of Hearts, and 
Judge of Spirits; and in thoſe kind of Of- 
ferings, has reſpect chiefly to the Internals. 
Jo fing with Grace, or true Piety, in our 
Hearts, makes the beſt Compoſition to all 
the Pſalms of David, without which, tho 
we could ſing or ſpeak like Angels, we ſhould 
be but as a ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cym- 
bal, Unleſs therefore we will offer unto 
God the Sacrifice of Fools, Jet us begin 
and end our Thanks as the Royal Pſalmiſi 
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boly Name. 


) ls =. Our Thanks and Praiſe muſt be 


ſhewn 


Effects of both, by our Obedience and 


ſhewn in a ſincere and hearty Senſe of 


ſay, muſt be ſincere and cordial ; eſpeci- 


doth his, Pſal. 103. My Soul praiſe thou the 
lord, and all that is within me, praiſe his 
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ſmhewn in a Verbal or Oral Acknowledgmer 


by. My 


— 


of God's Favour. The beſt Interpreter of 


It is good to ſing praiſes unto the Lord, ſays one f 
| (whoſe Experience in this Caſe we may 


the Mind is the Tongue; the Glory of Man, | 
and the Glorifier of God, ſays the Apoſtle, | 


rely upon) for tis Pleaſant, and Praiſe is come- ; 
Tien hall talk of thy wondrous Acts, | 
and my Lips ſhall never ceaſe to publiſh thy 


- 


Praiſe. Indeed, as this Verbal or Oral Ac. 


_ * knowledgment of God's Mercies is a very 


good Symptom of a modeſt humble Tem- 
per, in that we hereby refer the good Su- 
ceſs of our Affairs and Actions to their? 
true Original, God : 80 is it the likely 
means to engage the Divine Aid and Pro- 
tection for the future. Vain Man indeed 
is too too apt to idolize his own Strength, 


Wiſdom and Contrivance, when any thing 


either anſwers, or exceeds his Expectation, 
he is ready to ered Statues or Memorials] 
to his own Conduct, as if he himſelf had 
brought the Affair to perfection; like the 
fooliſh ungrateful Wretches reprov'd by 
the Prophet for ſacrificing to their Net, and 
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burning Incenſe to their Drag. On the con- 
_ trary, how elegantly does the Pſalmiſt, 
trace God's Mercies to their true Original? 
How pathetically does he ſummon and raiſe 
| our Thoughts towards Heaven, as elſe- 
ay} where, ſo more particularly in Pſal. 44. 
. For they got not the Land in poſſeſſion by their 
own Sword, neither did their own Arm ſave 
them: but thy Right Hand, and thine Arm, 
and the light of thy Countgnance. I will not 
truſt in my Bow, neither all ny Sword ſave- 
me. In God we boaſt all the day long, and 
praiſe his Name for ever, and ever. The ſame 
Confeſſion and Acknowledgment likewiſe 
is made by the Son, as by the Father, That 
Pro- the Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battel to 
leed the Strong, nor Bread to the Wiſe, nor Riches 
oth, to Men of Underſtanding ,, nor Favour to Mien 
ning of Skill; chat is, without the Bleſſing and 
tion, Y Aſſiſtance of Heaven, Eccleſ. 9. Ho- 
rials Y cheerfully then and thankfully ſhould we 
had Adore and Acknowledge that Divine Pro- 
> the Y vidence, that thus twitts it ſelf with, and 
{ by ſecretly moves and influences our moſt in- 
and | tricate Affairs, and ſay, Not unto Us, 0 Lor d, 
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| 3. Our Thanks and Praiſe to God for 


= his Mercies muſt be chiefly ſhewn by our 
'Y future Obedience and Reformation of 
3 Manners, that ſo our Hearts, our Tongues, 
iſ and our Lives may bear their parts, and 


diſcharge their ſeveral Offices in glorifying 
God. We muſt render him the Fruit of 
our Lips and the Obedience of our Lives, 
the latter of which, He himſelf tells us, 
7s more acceptable to bam than Sacrifice. He 
therefore thaf\6f gratitude pays V-ows, and 
performs the Mortification of one reign- 
ing Luſt or darling Paſhon, the addition 
of one good, charitable Duty, pleaſes 
God much better than Solomon with his nu- 
merous -Hecatombs. Some of all Ranks 
and Qualities there are amongſt us, I don't 
at all queſtion, who are at this time will- 
ing to offer their Tribute of Thanks and 
Praiſe to God for fo publick and remark- 
able a Bleſſing, which He has lately vouch- 
ſafed unto us. But alas! What is the 
common Thanks which He receives from 
moſt of us, but Lukewarmneſs and Neu- 
trality, but Diſſimulation and Hypocricy? 
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For we draw nigh to him with our Lips, when 
perhaps our hearts are far from” him : Theſe 
are the dregs of our times and ſpots in our 
feajts, ſays the Apoſtle. Do ye thus requite 
the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe, ſays the 
Prophet? Whereas the Mercies of God 
ſhou'd lead us to Repentance. What 
thanks then, what Praiſe can be more pro- 
per for a Nation, which has been all a- 
long, as it were, the Darling of Heaven, 
and are ſo happy ſtill, as to have the Lord 
for their God? I fay, What Thanks can 
be more proper for ſuch a Nation, than a 
National and: Perſonal amendment of 
Life? And what Praiſe is enough, what 
Thanks ſufficient for that God, who hath 
done fo great Things for us? The Royal 
Pſalmiſt may again help us to expreſs our 
Gratitude, as in moſt of his Pſalms to very 
(4legantly and properly in the 21ſt. The 
King (or as we may ſay) the Queen ſhall 
rejoyce in thy ſtrength, O Lord, exceeding glad 
Hall /he be of thy Salvation: Her honour is 
great in thy Salvation: Glory and great praiſe 
oat thoy ay upon TT AA why ? Bea 
WAR 2 [op 
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the Queen putteth Her truſt in th: Lord, and in 


the Mercy of the moſt High pe ſhall not miſcar- 
ry Let all ker Enemies, thus feel thy Hand; 
let thy Right Hand find out all them that hate 
her, Be thou therefore exalted, O Lord, in 


thy own Strength, that we may for ever ſing, 
and praiſe thy Power. N 


1 ſhall conclude all, with that excellent 
Prayer in the Ancient Litturgy of St. Baſ], 
% Remember, O Lord, our moſt Religious 


« and Gracious Monarch, whom Thou haſt 


c thought fit to ſet over us; Adorn Her 


e withthe Armour of thy Truth and of thy 
0 


Favour; ſtrengthen Her Arm, and exalt 
Her Right Hand; Confirm Her King- 
doms, and ſubdue unto Her thoſe Bar- 
barous Nations that delight in War; 
Grant Her a well grounded and unſhax- 
en Peace: And as Thou haſt put into 
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*© Her Heart good Things for 1 


and People, ſo grant Her Life and 


© Power to effect the ſame; that in Her 
„ Tranquillity we may lead quiet and 
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« peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and f 
0 Dr Amen. TEEN 
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